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The President’s Message          
      By Jan Mays    Elon University   
 
Welcome back!  With the hot weather we have been 
having it doesn't seem like summer is over, but still the 
students arrive.  I hope your summer was restful and 
productive. 
 
In an effort to better serve you, the board is sponsoring 
an AMATYC traveling workshop in October at Coastal 
Carolina CC.  Look for details elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  I have attended these workshops before and 
found them very useful.  Our intention is to offer one of 
these types of events each fall in different regions of the 
state to reach members who may have difficulty 
attending the spring conference due to distance or time 
pressures.   
                                                          Continued on Page 4 

 
 
 
A Note from the Editor  
  By Daniela Zemanek   Pitt Community College 
 
As the new editor of NCMATYC Newsletter, I would 
like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My 
name is Daniela Zemanek. I am a native of Romania and have lived 
in the United States for the past 4 1/2 years. For the past three 
years, I have been a math instructor at Pitt Community College. 
 
This edition of NCMATYC Newsletter is my first as editor, and I look 
forward to many more. Thank you for the articles you have taken the 
time to write and submit, and I would like to encourage you to 
continue sending them in to me.  
 
I hope you enjoy this issue of the NCMATYC Newsletter, and I wish 
all of you well. 

The NCMATYC NEWS is an official publication of the North Carolina Mathematics Association of Two-
Year Colleges.  Articles for publication and comments should be submitted electronically to 
dzemanek@email.pittcc.edu . Visit NCMATYC online at www.ncmatyc.com. 
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 Fall Workshop 
      By Deborah Benton   Wake Technical Community Colleg e 
              
                                                            
NCMATYC is hosting an AMATYC traveling workshop on Beyond 
Crossroads. Join us at Coastal Carolina Community College on Oct 
the 19th to get to know each other and learn about Crossroads.  

The board hopes this will give people in the opposite end of the state a chance to get together without 
traveling too far. We will start out the day with a continental breakfast and conclude around noon.  
 
We hope you will join us.   
 
Please find the Application to Attend AMATYC Traveling Workshop on page 15 .     
 

 

  

NCMATYC Listserv has a “New” Listowner  
        By Dr. Claude S. Moore      Cape Fear Commu nity College 
 

 

NCMATYC listserv has a “new” listowner.  To allow Jan Mays more time in her 
position as President of NCMATYC, I assumed the responsibilities as listserv owner 
this summer. My contact information is Dr. Claude S. Moore, Mathematics 
Instructor, Cape Fear CC, 411 North Front Street, Wilmington, NC 28401, (910) 362-7656, 
cmoore@cfcc.edu . 
 
Any member of NCMATYC and persons who share and support the mission of NCMATYC may be a 
member of the listserv. Once you have subscribed to the listserv, you may post a message to the list 
by sending an e-mail to ncmatyc@list.ncccs.cc.nc.us and your message will be distributed to all 
subscribers.  
 
The listserv is for emails and usually does not accept attachments, images, special characters, long 
messages, etc. If you attempt to post something that is not acceptable, your post will be “bounced” 
which means it will not be posted. It is recommended that you post such messages on your website 
and post the appropriate link on the listserv so that members may retrieve the message. 
 
To contact a human site manager, send an email to Majordomo-Owner@list.ncccs.cc.nc.us.  
To contact the owner of ncmatyc@list.ncccs.cc.nc.us, send an email to  
ncmatyc-approval@list.ncccs.cc.nc.us   
To get a copy of the help message, send mail to Majordomo@list.ncccs.cc.nc.us with a line saying 
help in the message body. 
 

 

 
 
      If you go to Minneapolis for the AMATYC Conference, November 1-4, 2007 , please consider 
submitting an article for the next edition of NCMATYC Newsletter on sessions that you attended. 
 
                                 The deadline for the Winter 2007/2008 issue is December 6, 2007. 
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SW Regional Conference A Success           
     By Rob Kimball       Wake Tech Community Colle ge 
 
It has been a long while since the last regional AMATYC conference, 
so there was a lot of anxiety about an AMATYC regional conference.  
However, because of good planning and enthusiastic affiliates, the 
conference was a success.  Of course being in San Antonio was a 
plus!  The Riverwalk, the Alamo, the heat!!! 
 
The conference drew a wide variety of presenters on a number of topics.  You can obtain several of 
the presenter's files from the conference website:   http://www.swregion.matyc.org/presentations.html 
 
While in San Antonio, I attended a two-day workshop on Texas Instruments' new handheld - N-Spire 
©.  This device does a number of things, including having an Excel-like spreadsheet built in.  It also 
has split-screen capabilities and you can grab and drag curves while seeing the equation change.  
TI is still making changes to the software. 
 

 

 
MAT 095 Algebraic Concepts - An Intermediate Algebr a Course   
        Designed to Prepare Students for College Al gebra      
                        By Dr. Katalin Szucs      P itt Community College  
 
Brief history : 
East Carolina University students must have a passing placement test score (or 
appropriate SAT score) to take college level math courses. Those who did not 
score high enough to be in college level courses will take a review (remedial) 
math course.  
The large number of students who had to take a review course created an 
overwhelming problem for ECU’s Math Lab in the late 1980s. 
To remediate these students, while keeping them on campus and in their other courses, ECU 
contracted Pitt Community College (PCC) to teach an Intermediate Algebra course. 
 Representatives from PCC and ECU met and established a system described in the “Memorandum 
of Understanding” detailing the responsibilities of each institution. This includes course content, 
textbooks, personnel, classroom space, enrollment and withdrawal procedures, cost, etc.  
The students involved in this program are jointly enrolled at PCC and ECU, and the student 
membership hours for the purpose of accruing FTE’s are reported by PCC. The instructors and 
material are provided by PCC. For the convenience of the students the classes are held on ECU 
campus, and follow ECU’s calendar.  The students receive two hours of credit and the grade counts 
in their GPA at ECU. They also receive three hours of credit and a grade at PCC. Since the program 
was developed, the number of sections has increased to 30 sections per year (to about 800 students) 
and is expected to continue to grow.  
 
Format of the course:  
To accommodate the different mathematical backgrounds and learning styles of our students, we 
offer two alternatives: 
     1) Traditional sections in a classroom setting with a lecturing instructor.  
     2) Self-paced lab sections, an individualized program with a teacher and lab assistants. 
The students have the option to select the course format. The course content and the book (currently 
Tobey/Slater Intermediate Alg. 5th Ed. with MyMathLab) are the same for both.           
                                                                                                                                     Continued on Page 13                         
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 CPCC Partners with Local Elementary School in a Mat h Fundraiser  

        By Laura Tucker     Central Piedmont Community Coll ege 
 
Last spring, Central Piedmont Community College’s Math Division partnered with Charlotte’s Hickory 
Grove Elementary in a fundraiser to raise funds for Hickory Grove’s math curriculum needs.   
 
On April 19th, all of the 3rd grade students took a 25 question math test. The test was written by 
teachers from both CPCC and Hickory Grove and covered skills the students would be tested on 
during their End-of-Grade exam.  CPCC sponsored the class with the highest number of correct 
answers. The top class, taught by Ms. Tracy Mott, correctly answered a total of 370 of the 550 
problems.        
 
Math Division faculty along with other CPCC employees contributed to this worthy cause by pledging 
an amount per correct answer.  Thanks to everyone’s generosity, $908.65 was raised. 

                                                                                               

 
 
On May 17th, four representatives from the 
Math Division (Janice Ervin, Cindy Fowler, 
Laura Tucker, and Mary Ann Bradham – see 
photo) presented Hickory Grove’s principal, 
Michael Alcala, and Ms. Mott’s class with a 
check while everyone enjoyed ice cream 
sundaes in celebration of this wonderful 
accomplishment. 
 

 
 
The President’s Message                                                                                                  Continued from Page 1                                                                    

 
NCMATYC would also like to increase involvement of developmental math instructors across the 
state.  Because some schools have developmental departments that are separate from the math 
department, communication can be difficult.  I encourage you to share information about NCMATYC 
with developmental colleagues at your school. 
 
This is an election year for NCMATYC.  Watch for a ballot to arrive sometime this fall and please take 
time to vote for the leadership of your choice.  This is your organization and we value your input in the 
direction you wish NCMATYC to take.   
 
Mark your calendar for our annual spring conference, March 13 and 14, 2008 at Forsyth Technical 
CC in Winston-Salem.  Our keynote speaker for the conference will be Marty Triola.  Please note 
there is a presenter's form included in this newsletter and consider sharing your expertise by 
presenting a session or workshop in the spring.   
 
Also remember the AMATYC conference will be in Minneapolis November 1 - 4, 2007.  This 
conference is a wonderful opportunity to make connections with math instructors across the country 
and bring new ideas back to our classrooms. 
 
I hope all of you have a successful and rewarding 2007-08 school year. 
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College Transfer Program Association   CTPA                                                                                                                                                                
By Lee Ann Spahr         Durham Technical Community  College 

 
The College Transfer Program Association ( CTPA) is a relatively new and rapidly growing statewide 
organization dedicated to keeping its members informed regarding transferability issues, legislative 
changes, student and institutional transfer data, and changes in higher education that potentially 
impact our students.  Through membership in CTPA, we all have an opportunity to give input and 
help shape our curriculum. 
 
In its September 2006 meeting, the CTPA made the following statement: 
MAT 171 and 172 (both must be taken) or MAT 175 are now the beginning-level math classes at 
UNC-CH and NC State. Additionally, statistics courses (MAT 151 or 155) are not considered math 
credits at either UNC-CH or NC State.  In response to changing math requirements at the university 
level, the CTPA recommends a reexamination of the math courses in the articulation agreement, 
including CIS 110 as a general education math credit.    
 
As a result of this discussion, a Mathematics Study Committee was formed, consisting of three 
statewide mathematics faculty and one college vice-president.  The recommendation from the study 
committee was: 
 

• The committee does not believe that MAT 140 and CIS 110, combined as the two required Gen. Ed. 
maths, gives students a strong math background for transfer.   

• CIS 110 is used by some schools as verification that students have a computer competency.  Others use 
it as prerequisite for on-line classes.  Others verify that prerequisite with a CIS placement test.   

• The dual existence of MAT 161 and MAT 171 was discussed (again), and while the two can be 
confusing, math instructors believe the distinction between them in focus and depth of content warrants 
continuation of separate courses. 

• Determining the best math courses for transfer is complicated not only by requirements of different 
majors but also by the varying requirements in Gen. Ed. math among the UNC-System universities.   

• Recommendations to be brought to the Spring Meeting for discussion or vote 
o Recommend that AA degrees be changed to offer as the primary math MAT 151, 161, 171 or 

higher   
o Recommend that all other MAT core courses, including MAT 140, CIS 110 and CIS 115, be 

relegated to the second Gen. Ed. math category.  With this change, a student will not be able to 
combine MAT 140 and CIS 110 to meet Gen. Ed. MAT requirements. 

 
The Spring Meeting of the CTPA was held at Wake Technical Community College April 20, 2007, with 
more than 200 attendees, including members of the Transfer Advisory Committee, representatives 
from the System Office, and numerous faculty and administrators from colleges across the state.  I 
am happy to report that we had 14 active NCMATYC members present, and we all sat together as a 
group and presented a unified voice.  After much discussion among the attendees regarding 
mathematics transfer courses, the following recommendations were subsequently distributed to the 
CTPA membership for a vote. 
 
Recommendation 7: The CTPA recommends that one of the two required math courses for the AA degree be 
MAT 151, 161, 171, or higher.  With this change, a student will not be able to combine MAT 140 and CIS 110 to 
meet Gen. Ed. MAT requirements. 
 
Justification: The committee does not believe that the combination of MAT 140 and CIS 110, combined as the 
two required Gen. Ed. maths, gives students an adequate math background for transfer.   
                                                                                                                                                 Continued on Page 6    



 6 

College Transfer Program Association                                                                      Continued from Page 5     
 
Recommendation 8: The CTPA recommends that CIS 110, Introduction to Computers, be eliminated as a 
quantitative core option for satisfying the second math requirement in the AA degree. CIS 110 would be 
reclassified as pre-major/ elective. New line would read: 
"This course has been approved to satisfy the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement for transferability as a 
pre-major and/or elective course requirement." 
  
Justification: According to the North Carolina Mathematics Association for Two Year Colleges (NCMATYC), 
mathematics faculty across the state are favorable to the proposal. In addition, the proposal has the unanimous 
support of the Executive Board of NCMATYC. 

  
Unlike the other quantitative options, CIS 110 has no math pre-requisite. Discussion with CIS 110 instructors 
at several of the community colleges leads us to believe that the content of this course is primarily an 
introduction to operating systems and security issues and the use of software applications, primarily Microsoft 
Office Suite. We do not think that these skills equate to the learning outcomes of a course that can be used to 
satisfy a mathematics goal. 

 
At the present time, the future of these recommendations is unclear, although the proposal is in the 
process of being presented to the Transfer Advisory Committee. 
 
I urge you to become involved with the College Transfer Program Association as soon as possible in 
order to be a part of the decisions made regarding mathematics courses as well as all other issues 
involving the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement.  Please visit the CTPA website at 
http://www.officialctpa.net for the latest information.  Also, please join the CTPA and plan to attend 
the fall meeting of this group.  If mathematics issues are being decided, NCMATYC definitely needs a 
voice in those decisions. 
 

 

From the Membership Chair  
     By Mitzi Logan    Pitt Community College 
 
I hope that your Fall semester has gotten off to a smooth start and that you have a wonderful 
schedule with the very best students! 
 
I am sad to say that our membership is lower than it has been in a long time.  We have 257 members 
whose membership expires in May 07 or later.  I sent Daniela, our new editor, 298 labels that include 
all members with expiration dates as early as January 1, 2007.   
Technically, you are no longer a member if your expiration date is more than 4 months old.  Please 
check your date that is located just above your name on the address label.  If your expiration date has 
the year 2007, please save me some postage and renew NOW.  To find a membership form, go to 
our webpage at www.ncmatyc.com , and then go to “About NCMATYC”.  The membership application 
is a choice on the left and a hot link in the first paragraph.  Open it, complete and print it, then mail it 
to Cathey Jordan along with your check!  Her address is on the form. Also, please recruit new faculty 
to join! 

 

 

       If you attend the AMATYC Traveling Workshop on Beyond Crossroads  at Coastal Carolina Community 
College on October 19, 2007 , please consider submitting an article for the next edition of NCMATYC 
Newsletter to share with other NCMATYC members your experience at this workshop.  
                   The deadline for the Winter 2007/2008 issue is December 6, 2007. 
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MAA Announces Second Round of Discussions with Part ner Disciplines       
     By Rob Kimball       Wake Tech Community Colle ge 
 
The MAA Committee on the Undergraduate 
Program in Mathematics (CUPM) published the 
CUPM Curriculum Guide 2004. This guide 
provided information on the mathematical 
needs of partner disciplines.  In the Curriculum 
Foundations Project, leading educators from 
17 math-intensive disciplines (physics, 
chemistry, biology, business, computer 
science, engineering, etc) discussed among 
themselves what the current mathematical 
needs of their discipline were and drafted a 
report to the math community outlining those 
recommendations. 
 
CRAFTY is encouraging a second round of 
such workshops in a comparable number of 
other disciplines (economics, psychology, 
agriculture, health careers, sociology, etc.) and 
is working to identify host institutions. 
 
Host Institutions not only benefit from the 
discussions and results of the workshops, but 
also through the connections and good public 
relations.  These hosts identify possible 

attendees and issue invitations.                     
Ideally, invitees represent the entire country, 
but with the first round of workshops, a good 
regional mix of different kinds of institutions -- 
universities, public and private colleges, TYC's 
was much cheaper.  Each host institution 
secured the $20-$25,000 needed to cover 
costs. 
 
The previous workshops typically ran for two 
days, (Fri. /Sat. or Sat. /Sun.).  A team of math 
people served as resources -- giving general 
direction and providing whatever mathematical 
information was requested such as the current 
status of math offerings and textbooks.  But 
discussions centered around the people from 
the discipline.  By workshops end, a draft of the 
recommendations was prepared, later 
transformed into a more final report, and 
approved by all workshop participants. 
 
Additional information can be obtained from Bill 
Haver, whaver@mail2.vcu.edu .  He hopes that 
some TYC will participate in this endeavor. 

 
 

 
Piedmont Community College  One of 42 Schools Nationwide Selected as  

           HP Technology Grant Recipient               By Lisa Cooley   Piedmont CC, Roxboro  
 
Piedmont Community College in Roxboro (PCC) was selected as one of 42 two- and four-year 
colleges and universities in the United States and Puerto Rico to receive a  2007 HP Technology for 
Teaching grant, which is designed to transform teaching and improve learning in the classroom 
through innovative uses of technology.   
 
During the 2007-2008 academic year, HP Technology for Teaching grant projects will 
impact more than 6,000 higher education students. Piedmont Community College will 
receive an award package of HP products and a faculty stipend valued at more than 
$68,000. 
Each of the HP Technology for Teaching grant recipients will use HP wireless Tablet PCs to enhance 
learning in engineering, math, science, or computer science.  At PCC, math instructors Lisa Cooley 
and Patricia Morgan are both excited and honored to be the grant’s principal investigators.  Their 
grant, entitled “MathSMART Crossroads:  Where Math Intersects the World!”, will focus on the lab 
portion of MAT 115:  Mathematical Models. Activities currently under development include the use of 
“Ubiquitous Presenter” (http://up.ucsd.edu) and collaboration between MAT 115 and POL 110:  
Introduction to Political Science. Activities to be developed will use gps units and robots.                                                                                                                                        
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             Continued on Page 8                                                                                  
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Piedmont Community College  One of 42 Schools Nationwide Selected as HP Technol ogy 
Grant Recipient                                                                                                       Continued from Page 7    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Additionally, a summer camp for middle school students with the theme “Catastrophic Failures” is 
planned for Summer 2008. 
 
In 2007, HP is awarding 172 K-12 public schools and two- and four-year colleges and universities in 
the United States and Puerto Rico more than $7 million in mobile technology, cash and professional 
development as part of its 2007 HP Technology for Teaching grant program. Since 2004, HP has 
contributed a total of $36 million in HP Technology for Teaching grants to more than 650 schools 
worldwide. During the past 20 years, HP has contributed more than $1 billion in cash and equipment 
to schools, universities, community organizations and other nonprofit organizations around the world. 
 
“HP empowers students and teachers to succeed through innovative uses of technology and 
training,” said Sidney Espinosa, director, Philanthropy Program, HP.  “We invest in schools to 
increase educational attainment and contribute to the development of a skilled, diverse workforce in 
the future.” 
More information about the 2007 HP Technology for Teaching program and grant recipients is 
available at www.hp.com/go/hpteach.     

 

 
Convergence - MAA Publication 
        By Rob Kimball       Wake Tech Community College  
 

The MAA asks us to share some of their recent and planned enhancements to Convergence, the 
MAA's online history of mathematics magazine (http://mathdl.maa.org/mathDL/), and asks for your 
assistance.   
 
First, in the "On This Day" section of Convergence, the events now have links to additional 
information. Next, the answers to the "problems from another time" are now available. In addition, a 
collection of over 200 portraits of mathematicians has been added to the site.  
 
Plans for new additions to Convergence are underway.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
We are working with Columbia University to digitize part of the David Eugene Smith collection. We 
also hope to make available additional history of mathematics sites that you will find useful. 
 
As always, Convergence is looking for good articles in the history of mathematics. Be sure to take 
advantage of the online nature of the magazine, and send your articles to Victor Katz at 
vkatz@udc.edu. 

 
 
Personnel Changes 
    By Jan Mays    Elon University  
 
There have been a few personnel changes in NCMATYC over the summer.  Phyllis Patterson had to 
resign her position as president-elect due to family responsibilities.  We thank her for her service and 
wish her well.  Suzanne Williams of Central Piedmont CC has agreed to fill the remainder of Phyllis' 
term as president-elect and follow me as president when my term ends.  We also have a new listserv 
owner for NCMATYC.  Claude Moore at Cape Fear CC has agreed to pick up these duties.  Please 
address any listserv questions to him at cmoore@cfcc.edu. 
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Education in the USA versus Europe 
     By Mitzi Logan        Pitt Community College 
 
I have always had a great interest in other 
countries, their people, and their cultures.  I 
have also had many opportunities to satisfy my 
curiosity first-hand; My former husband is 
Scottish; my step son-in-law is French; an 
Ulster teen from Northern Ireland lived with my 
family for a summer; two college students from 
Costa Rica lived with us for a year; this past 
March, a delegation of 4 people from China 
visited our campus for 3 weeks and the two 
ladies stayed at my house during their visit. 
 
I am also very fortunate to have had the 
privilege to work with many faculty from other 
countries.  At present, I have in my math 
department Katalin Szucs from Hungary, 
Vandana Srivastava from India, Daniela 
Zemanek from Romania, and I recently hired a 
new Physics instructor whose wife is from 
Slovenia.  I am constantly asking them 
questions about their country and, with 
Daniela, I had many discussions about her 
education compared to what is available here 
in the USA.  She discussed her schooling from 
kindergarten through college.  She brought in 
textbooks from her country.  I was fascinated at 
the extreme differences in what was expected 
in Romania versus here. 
 
 

When she told me that she planned to go 
home to visit between spring and summer 
semesters, I quickly volunteered to go with her!  
And she happily agreed.  As we made plans for 
the trip, which would also include Hungary 
(Katalin arranged for us to stay with her 
family…aren’t my faculty the very best!?!!) and 
Austria, Daniela asked if I would be interested 
in visiting her schools as she still had contacts 
at all of them.  I thought that would be very 
interesting.  Then Katalin jumped in and made 
arrangements to visit her college in Szeged.  I 
will not go into great detail about the visits as 
Daniela has an article outlining our visits.  
However, I must say that it felt good to see 
students from the age of 4 up through 20 years 
old stand whenever we entered the room.  
Also, I was fascinated by the total interest and 
participation of a high school class prepping for 
the HUGE state exam that everyone is 
required to take and pass to move on.   
 
Thank you to Daniela and Katalin (as well as 
their colleagues) for allowing me to have this 
awesome experience.  Daniela and I hope to 
visit with one pair of instructors from her high 
school (husband and wife) who have been 
invited to teach this year at a high school in 
Fayetteville, NC.  How exciting is that?

                                                                                               
 

Daniela Zemanek (left) and Mitzi Logan in a math cl ass at National Banat College.  
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Europe Visit (SPRING 2007) 
     By Daniela Zemanek   Pitt Community College 
 
In May, along with Mitzi Logan, Mathematics and Physics Department Chair at Pitt Community 
College, I visited Romania, Hungary and Austria. While in Romania and Hungary, we met with 
educators, students and administrators from two universities, a high school and a kindergarten. 
 
The trip was an excellent opportunity to identify what motivates European students to prepare 
themselves for the future and what the institutions are doing to provide students with competitive and 
attractive higher education. 
 
We learned that across Europe, countries and universities are engaged in a process of 
modernization. This transformation started in 1999 with “The Bologna Process,” which aims to create 
a European Higher Education Area by 2010.  
 
One of our visits was to the West University Timisoara in Romania, from which I graduated 10 years 
ago. During the visit, we discussed with administrators a potential frame for cooperation between their 
institution and PCC and we put together a Bilateral Agreement of Cooperation between the schools. 

 
We also had the chance to meet and 
talk with a group of students. “I was 
very impressed with these students,” 
said Ms. Logan. “They took their own 
time to visit with us and were very 
interested in what we shared. And 
most of them spoke English fluently!” 
We were particularly interested to 
learn what motivates Romanian 
students to seek high-quality 
education. The European 
Qualifications Framework (a 
document published in 2005) 
facilitates the transfer and 
recognition of qualifications held by 

individual citizens between countries and schools. So, the European Higher Education Area makes it 
necessary to be more competitive.                                                                                                                                                                                         
      
Our visit to 48 Kindergarten Timisoara highlighted similarities and differences between preschool 
educational systems in Romania and the United States. While the curriculum in Romanian 
kindergartens is similar to the one used by American preschools, it is optional and almost free to 
enroll in a Romanian kindergarten starting with the age of two. Also, in Romania children have the 
flexibility of starting school at age six, seven, or even eight. Parents decide when their children are 
ready for school. 
 
Mitzi and I stopped next at the National Banat College, a prestigious high school in Romania, from 
which I graduated in 1992. I returned to National Banat College in 2002 to teach math and computer 
science. Being a guest from the USA and representing Pitt Community College along with Mitzi 
Logan, was very exciting. “It was wonderful to see the interaction between the students and their 
instructor,” said Ms. Logan. “They were like a team devoted to learning mathematics.”    
 
                                                                                                                                      Continued on Page 12 

 
Mitzi Logan speaks with students at West University , Timisoara, Romania 
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        What Causes People to Change their Behavior?      
              By Rob Kimball       Wake Tech Community College  
 
Like some things in nature, such as tides and seasons, some people see change as a 

natural occurrence; a reaction to stimuli and conditions.  Like other things in nature, mountains and 
rivers, some people are slow to change; entrenched in their habits and practices.  
 
The National Science Foundation awarded AMATYC a CCLI grant to help refocus college algebra. A 
refocused college algebra course calls for faculty to change the emphasis on content from algebraic 
manipulation to problem solving and critical thinking, for faculty to change the technology integrated 
into the course from only handhelds to spreadsheets, for faculty to change how technology is used in 
the course from periodically and superficially to routinely and naturally.  A refocused college algebra 
course calls for faculty to change their methods to encourage students to become active learners, for 
faculty to change the emphasis of the course from acquiring skills to using those skills in a 
contextually-based and rich problem.  Yes, a refocused college algebra requires faculty to change.   
 
It is widely recognized that people, even those who have resisted logical calls for change, will change 
because of a crisis situation.  People who have known that exercise and a good diet decreases the 
likelihood of some serious medical problems often don’t make those changes until they have a brush 
with death.  Scientific research has shown that the odds of people changing, even when they know it 
is for their own good, even life threatening, is nine to one against change.  (Please see the article 
found at:  http://www.fastcompany.com/magazine/94/open_change-or-die.html).    
 
So even if you do believe that very low success rates, even lower marks on satisfaction, and a 
generally negative view from others presents a crisis with college algebra; you still may not make the 
changes called for by AMATYC’s Beyond Crossroads, by the MAA’s Curriculum Guide  
(http://www.maa.org/CUPM/ ), or by the MAA’s Guidelines on College Algebra 
(http://www.maa.org/CUPM/crafty/CRAFTY-Coll-Alg-Guidelines.pdf ).  What can be done? 
 
Following the advice of successful leaders in business (see article), we need to shift our emphasis for 
change to an emphasis on making the individual value their role in the organization.  We must frame 
the new ideas in an emotional context, not a factual context.   Faculty must see themselves as part of 
a great team – researchers finding a better way.  We must become reflective teachers who see 
ourselves as instrumental in the refocusing of college algebra.  Develop a new frame of mind; one 
that sees a challenge and jumps at the opportunity. 
 
This new frame of mind must be encouraged by leaders in departments and by school administrators.  
AMATYC and the affiliates have a role too.  The opportunity to find support and encouragement from 
colleagues is a big reason people attend face-to-face conferences. Make a difference.  Attend a 
conference in a frame of mind that promotes continuous improvement and change.   

 
 
NCMATYC Elections 
 
       This is an election year for NCMATYC.  Watch  for a ballot to arrive      
sometime this fall and please take time to vote for  the leadership of your 
choice.  This is your organization and we value you r input in the direction 
you wish NCMATYC to take.   
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Europe Visit (SPRING 2007)                                                                                                                             Continued from Page 10 
 
                                                                                                      
In Romania, students take a national test after 
completing eighth grade in order to be placed in 
the correct high school. Placement is based on 
the student’s preference and their performance 
on the test. Only the best students from 
Romania’s western counties are accepted at 
National Banat College. The school has a 
cafeteria and a dormitory to house students from 
places other than Timisoara.  
 
Students in Romanian high schools have a major, 
meaning they pursue high school diplomas in a 
chosen field, though general education is 
provided as well. Once high school requirements 

have been met, students must pass a series of difficult comprehensive national exams in order to 
receive a “baccalaureate.” The tests cover a majority of the material the students have studied during 
their four years of high school. Those who do not pass national exams cannot move on to a 
university, where students enter directly into field-specific courses. 
 
A visit to Jozsef Attila University in Szeged, Hungary, provided a great opportunity to learn more 
about Eastern Europe’s educational modernization. Mitzi said, “Two students joined our discussion 
with one of the professors. It is interesting that while I am impressed with their university, I learned 
that they plan to come to the USA to continue their education. Guess the grass is indeed greener on 
the other side!” 
 
Mitzi and I learned that the State Education Secretaries from 45 European countries had planned a 
meeting in London May 17-18 to discuss the Bologna Process. They had scheduled to discuss and 
how to improve the attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area to other regions of the 
world. 

The 10-day trip was a wonderful 
opportunity for Mitzi and me to learn 
about a part of the world that is not very 
well known and understood in the 
United States. I moved from Romania to 
the USA four years and six months ago, 
and I was astonished to see how fast 
Europe’s educational system is 
changing. I was happy to have had the 
opportunity to go back and learn about 
the Bologna Process and some of the 
transformations that are happening in 
the European Education System. 
 
 

                    Daniela Zemanek, Timisoara, Romania     
 
While in Europe, we learned as much as possible in such a short period of time. Europe’s culture and 
education are amazing and something that we in the United States cannot leave unexplored. 

  
Daniela Ze manek at National Banat College Timisoara, Romania     



 13 

MAT 095 Algebraic Concepts - An Intermediate Algebr a Course Designed to Prepare Students 
for College Algebra                                            
                                                                                                                  Continued from Page 3 

 
Content of course: 
The content of the course covers the typical intermediate algebra topics at depth: 
linear equations/inequalities with and without absolute value, graphing, slope, finding equation of line, 
system of equations, polynomial, rational, radical, quadratic expression; polynomial, rational, radical, 
quadratic equations, application/word problems).  
Functions are covered only at an introductory level; logarithmic and exponential equations are not 
covered. (See common course library for detail.)  
 
Additional Help : 
-In addition to the experienced teachers we have, well-trained lab assistants contribute to the success 
of the program. The ECU tutorial program is available to all our students Monday through Thursday 
every afternoon. 
-Complete material is available on videotape. 
-Extra sets of worksheets and cumulative reviews are available.  
-MyMathLab—an excellent online program with HELP feature  
 
Evaluation of program: 
The effectiveness of the program is determined by retention and by improvement (learning) in Math. 
 
Retention: Usually about 65% of all students enrolled complete the course. This means not only 
obtaining a passing grade in the course, but also passing the ECU Placement test and placing into a 
college-level math course. 
Learning Math:  The students re-take the Placement Test that placed them into the course as the 
Final Exam for the course. This allows us to compare their improvement directly.  The latest available 
data is for the Fall semester of 2006: the average placement test score of 9.2 (out of 32) before taking 
the class, increased to 21.6 after taking the course. The students after MAT095 do as well in College 
Algebra as those who placed into it without remediation. 
 
We find the program to be very useful for all parties involved: 
 
1.  Students: can enter the college and/or continue their other classes while removing their math 
deficiencies; don’t have to go off campus to do it; have credit and a grade for it;  enjoy the benefit of 
smaller class sizes and therefore more individual attention, which is essential in remedial work. 
2.   ECU: does not have to turn away students who otherwise qualify; does not have to teach and 
assign instructors to classes that are not college level classes; have better prepared students in the 
college level math classes. 
3.  PCC: increased enrollment and FTE at the most cost-effective way possible; no additional 
expense for classroom or office space, heating/air-conditioning, cleaning, electricity, advertising; 
reduced amount of administrative work and registration, etc. 
4. The community benefits: We provide a very much-needed service for the students and therefore 
for the community, our unique partnership serves as an example; several other colleges asked about 
our experiences and wanted to implement similar programs. 
 
Questions? Contact Dr. Katalin Szucs at szucsk@ecu.edu. 
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2008 NCMATYC CONFERENCE PRESENTER’S FORM 
                      

NORTH CAROLINA MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION 
OF TWO-YEAR COLLEGES 

Hosted by 
Forsyth Technical Community College 

Winston Salem, NC 
March 13-14, 2008 

 
If you are willing to present at the 2008 Conference, please complete the following form and return it no later 

than December 1, 2007 
(Please type or print neatly) 

Name_________________________________________________________ 
 
Title _________________________________________________________ 
 
School _______________________________________________________ 
 
Office Phone Number __________________________________________ 
 
Email Address ________________________________________________ 
 
Work Address ______________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Presentation ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Presentation ________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is there any day/time you cannot present? ______________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF SESSION: ___ Quick Presentation (15 min)           ___ Regular Presentation (45 min) 
___ Workshop (90 min)               ___ Other (Please specify on the back of this form.) 
 
We expect all sessions to be in smart classrooms.  Therefore, you will have internet access for your 
presentation or you can bring a flash drive. We ask that you provide your own calculators. PLEASE 
INDICATE HERE IF YOU NEED TO BE IN A CLASSROOM WITH COMPUTERS FOR 
PARTICIPANTS. 
   

Thank you for agreeing to enrich our conference with your experiences and expertise.   
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

Send to:   Suzanne Williams 
 Giles 220 
 PO Box 35009  
 Charlotte, NC 28235 

or email:   suzanne.williams@cpcc.edu  
Phone:   704-330-6073       Fax:  704-330-6092 
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NCMATYC 
Application to Attend  

Traveling  
Workshop 

                      
                        
NCMATYC is hosting a one day workshop for the Eastern Region on Friday October 19, 2007  at 
Coastal Carolina Community College. The purpose of this workshop is to give the Eastern Region an 
opportunity to get together and learn about AMATYC’s Beyond Crossroads.  The cost is $10 which 
will include Breakfast.  The meeting will start at 8:30 with a Continental Breakfast followed by 
AMATYC’s traveling workshop. 
 
Please type or print all information. 
 
Name: ____________________________________ College: ____________________________  
 
Preferred mailing address:        _____________________________________________________ 
 
           _____________________________________________________  
                        
Phone:  Day:_________________________ Evening:____________________________ 
 
 
Email address:_____________________________ 
 
 
Are you currently an NCMATYC member? ________     If so, for how long? _______________ 
 
 
Coastal Carolina Community College  
444 Western Blvd., Jacksonville, NC  
 
 
Return both the form and check by October 5th (Limited to the first 35): 
 
Deborah S. Benton 
P. O. Box 37759 
Raleigh, NC  27627 
dsbenton@waketech.edu 
919-866-5981 
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NCMATYC NEEDS YOU 
       By Suzanne Williams       
         Central Piedmont Community College 

 
 
PRESIDENT 
Jan Mays 
Elon University 
2137 Campus Box 
Elon, NC 27244 
jmays@elon.edu 
 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Suzanne Williams 
Central Piedmont CC 
P.O. Box 35009 
Charlotte, NC 28235 
Suzanne.Williams@cpcc.edu 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Chuckie Hairston 
Halifax CC 
P.O. Drawer 809 
Weldon, NC 27890 
hairstonc@halifaxcc.edu 
 
SECRETARY 
Mitzi Logan 
Pitt CC 
P.O. Drawer 7007 
Greenville, NC 27835-7007 
mlogan@email.pittcc.edu 
 
TREASURER 
Cathey Jordan 
Wake Technical CC 
9101 Fayetteville Road 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
cajordan@waketech.edu 
 
EASTERN VICE-
PRESIDENT 
Deborah Benton 
Wake Technical CC 
9101 Fayetteville Road 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
dsbenton@waketech.edu 
 
CENTRAL VICE-
PRESIDENT 
Lee Ann Spahr 
Durham Technical CC 
1637 Lawson St. 
Durham, NC 27703 
spahrl@durhamtech.edu 
 
WESTERN VICE-
PRESIDENT 
Mary Bradley 
Southwestern CC 
447 College Drive 
Sylva, NC 28779 
mbradley@southwesterncc.edu 
 
 

 
With the start of the new school year, and summer behind us, and the crisp, 
clear fall weather in the air...oops, I guess my imagination is running away with 
me!! At least, it is the start of a new school year, and I am sure you are all 
thinking of the next NCMATYC conference and what you will present...there 
goes my imagination again. I think these endless days of 100 degree weather 
have gone to my head! 
       
Kidding aside, it is true that those of us charged with bringing you the next 
NCMATYC conference are already hard at work. My job will be to find 
presenters for all of our sessions that are non-commercial. Phyllis Patterson 
did a great job enlisting volunteers last year, and many of you were part of the 
outstanding presentations we had. I hope you will help me this year as we try 
to have the best conference in the Southeast. 
 
The building at Forsyth Tech is a new building, loaded with technology. It 
should be easier than ever to present; just bring your flash drive and yourself! 
We are hoping to offer sessions in all areas of mathematics, developmental 
and college level, as well in topics of general interest to mathematics 
educators. Whether you have tried it yourself or heard about it at another 
conference, your colleagues want to know about it. 
 
Please find the Presenter's Form, either in this news letter or at the NCMATYC 
web site, and send it in.  Note that the deadline is December 1, 2007. It doesn't 
matter if you have never presented or if you have presented on numerous 
occasions, we need you and your ideas. 
 

 
                                                    

     
                                                                                
                                   
                                                                                                             

    Daniela Zemanek, Editor                          www.ncmatyc.com 

   Mathematics & Physics Dept.             
   Pitt Community College                                                                                 
  PO Drawer 7007                                                                 
  Greenville, NC 27835         
                                     Mail to:  

 


