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The President’s Message   
Suzanne T. Williams 
Central Piedmont Community College 
 
Greetings to all of our newsletter readers 
across the state:  
 
First, to all of you, I want to express my 
thanks for hanging in there with us! 2008-2009 was a tough 
year that culminated in having to cancel our Spring 
Conference. Our publishers were great, although some of them 
had already purchased tickets to bring various authors to 
Wilmington for the conference. The Cape Fear team was 
equally understanding, although their preparations had 
certainly already begun. Many of you have helped to keep the 
organization connected through LISTSERV postings and news 
letter articles. The other Board members have been committed 
to keeping NCMATYC on everyone's radar screen. It has been 
my pleasure to work with such a dedicated group of 
professionals! 
 
Now we are moving into a new year, and we are pleased that 
Catawba Valley Community College has agreed to host our 
conference in the spring. Ann DeBoever and her committee are 
already making arrangements. Ann has an article to bring us up 
to speed elsewhere in the newsletter, so I won't steal her 
thunder. I will ask you to let me know if you have heard any 
speakers you would recommend for our conference lunch or 
for presentations. Usually publishers are happy to send their 
authors, so please let me know if you have suggestions. 
 
I have heard that many of you are having trouble getting onto 
the LISTSERV.  Claude Moore from Cape Fear Community 
College is our manager.                                                                                 
                                                                                      Continued on Page 2     

 

The NCMATYC NEWS is an official publication of the North Carolina Mathematics Association of 
Two-Year Colleges.  Articles for publication and comments should be submitted electronically to 
dzemanek@email.pittcc.edu .  The deadline for the spring issue is April 9, 2010.  
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The President’s Message                                                                                             Continued from Page 1 
If you are having problems getting there through majordomo@list.nccommunitycolleges.edu Claude can 
add you. If you have been on the LISTSERV previously, there is a new address for posting. It is: 
ncmatyc@list.nccommunitycolleges.edu . It may be that you are using the old address. In any case, I hope 
everyone will get on and get the LISTSERV chatter going. It is such a good forum for advice and sharing 
of ideas. 
 
We are also looking for a new Webmaster. There is a stipend provided by NCMATYC for doing this job. 
If you are interested, or if you know someone who might be, please ask them to contact me as soon as 
possible.  According to Sean Brain, Dreamweaver is used to maintain/update the site but it is not a 
prerequisite. One could maintain the site with Notepad and command line FTP if they needed to. 
Dreamweaver just makes the job much easier. The site uses all static pages. There is no server-side 
technology involved. 
 
The Placement Committee is preparing to do another validation study. Many of you attended meetings 
held around the state during the first study. We also had a lively discussion at the business meeting of our 
conference at Wake Tech. I have asked Brad Bostian, who chairs the Committee, to write an article for 
this newsletter. I have also requested that an NCMATYC member be appointed to the committee; that will 
happen shortly. 
 
Recently, at the System office in Raleigh, a listening session was held for invited participants to talk about 
developmental education. The chief "listener" was Scott Ralls. The chief "discussers" were developmental 
educators chosen primarily from NCADE members across the state. Because of our NCMATYC ties, 
Randy Ledford and I were also invited. Knowing me as some of you do, you can imagine that I was also 
one of the chief discussers! I have a separate article about this initiative, and I have requested that an 
NCMATYC member be appointed to the committee being formed to study reform of our developmental 
programs. 
 
These are just two issues that deserve NCMATYC input. We should all be concerned about these matters, 
and I know there are others that may not currently have moved into the foreground. If you hear of such, 
please email me or any member of the Board. We want NCMATYC to play a role in all such decision and 
policy making. Also, if you would like to see a newsletter article on a matter of particular concern to our 
members, please let Daniela Zemanek or me know. We will be happy to try to find authors. 
 
Best wishes for a successful close to fall and beginning of spring semester! Remember to get your 
registrations for the spring conference and your membership renewals in. Maybe I'll see you in Las 
Vegas...if not, then on to Hickory.           
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2010 NCMATYC conference March 4th and 5th 

Catawba Valley Community College, Hickory, NC 
 
 
Conference News…   by Randy Ledford, President-Elect, Davidson County Community College 
 
I hope the fall semester has gotten off to a good start for you. As you settle into fall semester and the 
upcoming holidays, please keep in mind that the 2010 NCMATYC conference is just around the corner.  
 
This year the conference will be held on the campus of Catawba Valley Community College in Hickory, 
NC. The dates of the conference are March 4th and 5th, so please mark your calendar and join us!  If you 
plan to attend the conference, please submit your Registration Form and payment to Cathey Jordan by 
February 11, 2010. 
 
We also need your help and expertise in providing a truly enriching experience for our conference 
attendees. We are looking for presentations from the following areas: 
 

·  developmental mathematics 
·  effective teaching and learning 
·  emerging technologies (computers, calculators, cameras, podcasting,  Smart Boards, and other 

presentation technologies) 
·  distance education/Web-assisted instruction/multimedia 
·  assessment of course outcomes 

 
If you would like to present at the 2010 conference, please submit the Presenters Form on page 15 of this 
newsletter to Randy Ledford by December 1, 2009.  
 
I look forward to working with such a strong group of math educators across the state. See you in 
Hickory! 
 

�
 
Travel Assistance for NCMATYC Conference by Jan Mays, Past-President, Elon University 
 
Catawba Valley Community College will host the 2010 NCMATYC conference.  Last spring the 
NCMATYC conference had to be cancelled due to the state government’s suspension of travel funds.   We 
know many schools are still struggling to fund conference attendance.  We also know that it is crucial that 
we continue to develop community college teachers and encourage active participation in NCMATYC.   
 
That’s why we have created a travel grant to help members attend the NCMATYC conference in March.  
Applicants for the grant must be NCMATYC members.  Preference will be given to applicants who have 
not attended NCMATYC previously and to schools that are underrepresented at the conference.  We will 
grant up to $250 to each of up to 3 grantees, to defray expenses for attending the conference.  The 
application deadline is December 15, so apply soon.  You will find an application form on page 14 of this 
newsletter, and a form will be made available on the NCMATYC website.  See you in Hickory! 
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Annual NCMATYC Conference   
by Ann DeBoever and Luke Walsh, Catawba Valley Community College 

 
The math faculty of Catawba Valley Community College (CVCC) is very excited to confirm that the 
annual NCMATYC Conference will be held on our campus on March 4 and 5, 2010!  We look forward to 
hosting this great event.   
 
The Crowne Plaza of Hickory has agreed to provide lodging at a rate of $82.00 per double room.  We will 
also hold our Thursday evening reception at the Crowne Plaza ballroom.  Please make your reservations 
early.  Our block of rooms will be held until February 18, 2010.  Be sure to indicate that you are with 
NCMATYC when you make your reservations.   
 
The Crowne Plaza is located at 1385 Lenoir-Rhyne Boulevard SE, Hickory, NC 28602.  Reservations may 
be made by calling 828-323-1000 or 1-800-HOLIDAY. It is conveniently located near CVCC. 
 
By the time we meet in March, it will have been two years since we were all together and able to share 
ideas and new information.  Make plans now to join us.  The address for CVCC is 2550 Highway 70 SE, 
Hickory, NC 28602.  All of our meetings will be held in the Cuyler A. Dunbar (CAD) building on 
campus.  The CAD building will be easy to find.  It is the only five-story building on campus!!!! 
We look forward to having all of you on our campus.   
 
E-mail me at adeboeve@cvcc.edu if you have any questions. 

�

 
NCCCFA Conference - Creating Success through Innovation   
by Daniela Zemanek, Pitt Community College    
 
After the disappointment of having our NCMATYC Spring 
2009 Conference canceled, I was excited to learn that we would take part in the North Carolina 
Community College Faculty Association (NCCCFA) conference.  Held in October, the theme of the 2009 
NCCCFA conference was “Creating Success through Innovation.”   
 
Though this year’s conference was much smaller in terms of participants and sessions than in previous 
years, the two-day event offered many great ideas on how to utilize new teaching technologies and online 
resources – many available at very low or no cost.  Also, this conference was a much-needed opportunity 
to network with colleagues from around the state.  It was great to see many of you in attendance. 
 
Most of the sessions focused on how to enhance our teaching and communication with students.  During 
the conference I learned several innovative techniques.  One of the more interesting presentations was by 
James Cook, from East Carolina University (ECU).   
 
In his session, “Social-wise,” Cook focused on Web-based techniques helpful in promoting virtual office 
hours, increasing social presence, and networking.  These are excellent strategies for communicating with 
students on their level. Google Voice, Edmodo, Ning, Delicious and Google Docs are just some of the 
online resources available for free to anyone who is open to connecting with their students in new ways.  I 
look forward to trying some of them myself!   
 
I encourage you to share your own experiences in future newsletters. 
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Teaching Excellence Award                                                                                                             
by Sharon Welker, Eastern Regional Vice President, Wake Technical Community College 

The North Carolina Community College System is very fortunate to have such a large number of 
outstanding mathematics educators across the state, and NCMATYC wishes to recognize the contributions 
of those instructors.  We are seeking nominations for the first Teaching Excellence Award to be granted 
at the 2010 conference and on alternating years thereafter.  This award is intended for educators who have 
made outstanding contributions to mathematics or mathematics education at a two-year college. Teaching 
excellence is the main focus of the award.  The award winner will receive a monetary prize, recognition at 
our conference, and will be nominated for the 2011 AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award. 

Nominees must be NCMATYC members whose primary assigned duties are delivering instruction in an 
associate degree-granting program, and each nominee must have a minimum of 5 years of full-time 
teaching experience.  Individuals can be selected for the award only once. 

Criteria for selection match the AMATYC Teaching Excellence Award: 

·  Instructional Effectiveness and Support of Students  
innovative teaching strategies, alternative assessment methods, curriculum development, creating a 
learning environment for all students, accessible to students in and out of the classroom, etc 

·  Professional Involvement and Professional Development/Renewal Activities 
active participation in professional organizations, speeches, articles, conferences, etc. 

·  Interaction with Colleagues  
sharing and discussing ideas with other colleagues 

·  Service to Departments/Division/College 
active contributor to college community such as serving on committees, advising student clubs, 
etc. 

Nominations are invited from NCMATYC individual members.  A non-member, such as a supervisor, 
may nominate a member. A completed nomination packet addresses the above criteria and consists of the 
following items: 

(1) A resume or vita of the nominee (not to exceed 3 pages) 
(2) Three letters in support of the nomination, one of which is a letter of nomination.  The three letters 

should be from a student, a colleague, and a supervisor (letters are not to exceed 1 page) 

In an effort to compare all candidates on the same basis, any additional materials submitted will not be 
considered.  Incomplete nominations will not be considered. Nominations must be received by January 15, 
2010.  The recipient will be chosen by a subcommittee of the NCMATYC Board. 
 
 
 
Submit nomination materials to:   Sharon Welker 

Wake Technical Community College 
6600 Louisburg Road 
Raleigh, NC  27616-6328  
sfwelker@waketech.edu      
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Stay Fresh… Check the Expiration Date!   by Tina T. Starling, Secretary NCMATYC                                           
  
Most of us, at one time or another, have had to check the expiration date of our 
milk or other food items before making the decision to consume it or not.  
Items that have expired smell funny, are spoiled, and are unsafe to consume.  
The dates that are printed on the items are very important; they act as indicators 
of the “freshness” of those items. 
 
In case you’re wondering why your NCMATYC secretary is reminding you to 
clean out your refrigerator, consider the similarities of the expiration dates on 
those food items with the expiration dates printed on your newsletter.  No, if 
your membership has expired, we’re not claiming that you smell funny, are 
spoiled or unsafe to the rest of us.  �   However, having looked at the number 
of expired memberships in 2009, I must say that those expiration dates 
certainly act as an indicator of the “freshness” of our organization. 

 
If you’re like me, NCMATYC membership renewal has just not been at the top of the priority list.  With 
the 2009 spring conference being cancelled, I simply found sending in my renewal money an easy thing to 
forget to do.  Whatever the excuse, however, it is imperative that our organization stay “fresh” with active 
members.  That begins with all of us making some kind of commitment this month.  If your membership 
has expired, please renew soon.  If your membership is “fresh” already, begin talking with a colleague 
about the upcoming 2010 spring conference and encourage new faculty to join our organization.  Don’t 
just announce the dates of the conference at your next department meeting.  Talk with someone new, at 
length, about things you have learned and gained by attending the conference and by being a part of 
NCMATYC.  The membership application/renewal form can be found at the following address:  
http://ncmatyc.matyc.org/about/memberapp.pdf.   
 
I truly believe in the networking, collaboration, and professional development that NCMATYC supports.  
Your membership and advocacy for the organization speaks to that as well.  Remember, NCMATYC is 
only as strong and as “fresh” as its members.  So, please check that expiration date, renew soon, and invite 
someone new to join as well.  I look forward to celebrating a renewed “freshness” of the NCMATYC 
membership with all of you in March at our spring conference! 

 
 
New Mathematics Instructor 
 
Christy Koelling  
by Christy Koelling, Davidson County Community College  
   
I am excited to be joining the Davidson County Community College family 
this fall as a full-time mathematics instructor after serving as a part-time 
mathematics instructor here at DCCC in the spring. I received a BS degree in 
Mathematics from James Madison University in Harrisonburg, VA in 2006 
and a MS degree in Mathematics from Virginia Tech in my hometown of Blacksburg, VA in 2008. My 
passion is teaching calculus, and I love learning how to apply math to the sciences – especially physics. 
 
My hobbies include music of all kinds (listening to, playing, and singing), severe weather, learning foreign 
languages, playing with my foster kittens, and spending time with my friends and family. 
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An Interview with Bruce Johnson, the New Mathematics Division Director at Central 
Piedmont Community College         by Daniela Zemanek, Pitt Community College 
 
DZ: How did you come to CPCC?  Tell us about some of the 
experiences that have contributed most to your success.  
 
Bruce: I began serving as Director of the Mathematics Division 
at Central Piedmont in August of this year.  Prior to coming to 
CPCC, I have served as Chair of Developmental Mathematics at 
Mitchell Community College and as Dean of Curriculum 
Programs at Roanoke-Chowan Community College.  The 
combination of my learning experiences in urban public schools 
and the community college, coupled with balancing the load of 
working while excelling as a full-time student have equipped me 
with a well-rounded understanding of the needs and demands of 
our student population.  My hope is that the training, work 
experience and mentorship that I have received along the way 
continue to equip me with the perspectives needed to address the challenges that we face in community 
college education. 
 
DZ: Of course, as educators, we succeed when our students succeed.  What was your experience as 
Developmental Chair at Mitchell, in terms of helping students succeed?   
 
Bruce: Consistency and evolving levels of engagement are two of the main points that I emphasized as 
Chair of the Developmental Mathematics area at Mitchell.  By establishing appropriate levels of 
uniformity in the curriculum, we were able to better ensure that the best practices were being instituted 
and were also able to better assess areas that needed revamping.  Student engagement in the 
developmental mathematics classroom began by better defining what we intend by three contact hours of 
lecture and two contact hours of lab.  My perspective has been that today’s students tend to gravitate 
toward desiring more immediate feedback, more hands-on and contextualized learning approaches, and 
appropriate levels of variation in the classroom environment.  The infusion of technology into the 
curriculum aided us with meeting each of those needs. 
 
DZ: What do you think is the most important factor in students' success? 
 
Bruce: Maintaining environments that promote self-empowerment.  Students enter our courses with a 
plethora of experiences that both contribute to their ongoing successes and, if left unaddressed, can further 
the continuance of unsatisfactory progress.  When making moves to ensure that we reach each of our 
prescribed course objectives, we must also be cognizant of the varying levels of diversity in our classes 
and take responsibility for providing nurturing environments that are adaptive to the needs of our learners. 
 
DZ: How do you see the relationship and alignment between developmental and curriculum courses?  
 
Bruce: We inherit students that have varying levels of mathematical aptitude, anxiety and learning 
experiences.  Our developmental mathematics courses provide us with an opportunity to reach the students 
where they are by establishing a sound transitional path that leads toward the completion of their related 
mathematics degree requirements.  It is imperative that we apply appropriate levels of technology and 
contextually relevant elements in all of our mathematics courses.  We must also continually reexamine the 
alignment and intersection of the course objectives for each course as it relates to subsequent courses.         
                                                                                                                                                                          Continued on Page 8 
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An Interview with Bruce Johnson                                                                                  Continued from Page 7                                                                                                                               
DZ:  What do you view as the value of membership in a professional organization such as NCMATYC? 
What sets NCMATYC apart in your mind? 
 
Bruce: The NCCCS has great value in that it establishes a set of uniform standards for each of its 58 
member institutions.  Organizations such as NCMATYC help in extending this value by providing the 
deliverers of the mathematics content with an avenue that promotes continued interaction, development of 
innovative approaches, and a culture of sharing best practices; all leading toward the enhancement of each 
college’s standards of excellence.  It becomes very easy to become engrossed in the day-to-day challenges 
that we face on the job.  NCMATYC is priceless in that it helps to remind us that we are not alone in our 
treks, and have a wealth of resources in our colleagues across the state. 
 

 
 
Developmental Studies State Policy Listening Session   
by Suzanne T. Williams, President, Central Piedmont Community College 
 
In September, I received an email stating that the "NCCCS has agreed to be involved, as a state 
organization, in the national Developmental Education Initiative (DEI), an outgrowth of the nation-wide 
‘Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count’ project.  Specifically, NC state policies related to 
developmental education are to be reviewed and considered for revision.  A DEI State Policy Team, 
representing the community college system and other agencies, is to be appointed to work with the system 
office in formulating policies to encourage success in education for all residents of the state." In order to 
gather information from developmental practitioners across the state, a "listening session" was held at the 
System Office in late September. Dr Ralls and other NCCCS personnel attended as the listeners and about 
10-15 developmental educators attended to share their own policies, successes, and frustrations as well as 
to discuss how our state should approach this three year project. 
 
The following issues were identified by the developmental educators as high priority for attention: 

·  Review the developmental education competencies and distribute those  to developmental 
educators throughout the system; 

·  Explore the issue of allowing more flexibility and innovation in the development of developmental 
education  courses; 

·  Explore testing options including both diagnosis and assessment to be approved and available to 
all colleges; 

·  Encourage consistency among developmental education programs among colleges; 
·  Provide more student progress data to colleges and instructors; 
·  Study the implications of a placement test "floor ;" 
·  Identify and study issues of transition between high schools and colleges; and 
·  Develop a system of communication and professional development to ensure effective practices 

are being shared among the colleges. 
 
Perhaps the most significant issue was the request for the flexibility (not allowed by the Common Course 
Library) in order to encourage and support innovation. As a representative of NCMATYC in a sea of 
NCADE members, I emphasized that our organization has become increasingly concerned about the lack 
of student success in developmental math courses. I specifically mentioned three things:  the new initiative 
on reforming developmental math begun by AMATYC to be rolled out at Las Vegas; our spring 
conference which now includes a track of presentations given by developmental math instructors and  
                                                                                                                                                                   Continued on Page 9 
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Developmental Studies State Policy Listening Session                                           Continued from Page 8                                                                                           
authors of developmental math and study skills text books; and our eagerness to work with NCADE 
whenever possible.  I have also emailed Dr. Ralls to let him know that NCMATYC is committed to 
contribute what we can toward any efforts being undertaken at the state level to reexamine developmental 
education. I pointed out that, as the practitioners who cross the lines between college/AAS level math and 
the developmental courses, we have value to bring to the table. I requested that an NCMATYC member be 
appointed to the State DEI Committee.  
 
I am sure there will be more to come, and I hope all involved will keep us informed as this initiative takes 
shape.  

�
 
2009 World View Symposium:  A Global Perspective on Education 
by Angela Fipps,  Durham Technical Community College 
 
I had the pleasure of attending the twelfth annual World View 
Symposium on “21st Century Skills for the Global Economy” on 
October 14-15 in Chapel Hill.  The program was co-sponsored 
by the NC State Board of Education, the Department of Public 
Instruction, the Center for International Understanding, and 
UNC’s Schools of Education and Business.  Around five 
hundred K-12 and community college educators and 
administrators from across the state took part in the day-and-a-
half conference.  The conference focused on two major themes:  increasing understanding of the US’s role 
in global economics in the 21st century, and exploring ways to better prepare students of all ages to live 
and eventually work and compete in today’s small, interconnected world. 
 
Dr. Yong Zhao from the College of Education at Michigan State University opened the conference with a 
presentation related to his book Catching Up or Leading the Way:  American Education in the Age of 
Globalization.  Dr. Zhao’s research shows that standardized test scores are not the only measure of the 
strengths and weaknesses in the US education system compared to other developed nations.  In fact, he 
attests that the main difference in our education system in comparison to other nations is that we 
encourage and support diversity, creativity, and individualism.  Our system, in turn, produces a country of 
workers who lead the world in the development of new technologies and other innovative products.   
 
The conference closed with a presentation by Dr. Peter Brews from UNC’s Kenan-Flagler Business 
School.  Dr. Brews argued that Americans must learn to defer gratification, make sacrifices, compromise, 
invest in education, and instill in our children understanding and empathy for other cultures (and a second 
language!) in order to do our part in solving the current economic crisis.  Dr. Brews encouraged us to 
teach our children and our students to think of globalization not as an increase in the number of 
competitors, but rather an increase in the number of markets with whom we can sell and trade goods.   
 
In between these two thought-provoking lectures, participants were treated to an eclectic mix of speakers 
from the public and private sectors who addressed ways to teach global education in kindergarten through 
community college.   
 
I left the conference excited about bringing the information I collected back to Durham Tech, and full of 
ideas about how to help the students in my courses develop a global perspective.  I encourage NCMATYC 
members interested in global education to consider attending other conferences offered by World View.  
For more information visit www.unc.edu/world. 
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The North Carolina Placement Testing Validation Study       by Dr. Brad Bostian, English 
Instructor at Central Piedmont, and Chairperson of the NCCCS Placement Testing Committee 
 
In 1993, the NC General Assembly enacted “Remediation Measures” which required the State Board of 
Community Colleges to "determine appropriate tests and proficiency levels to be used in selecting and 
placing students in developmental courses." Thus began the long road toward standardizing the placement 
process for all community college students. It falls in line with a movement state by state to similarly 
adopt blanket policies on approved placement tests, procedures, and cut scores. In 2002, 17 states had 
statewide policies on remedial placement. In 2009 the number was 24, with more states working on their 
own policies. Five states in 2002 had statewide cut scores; by 2009 the number was 20. 
 
Standardizing placement policies was seen as an equity issue, creating the same entrance experience for 
students who then faced a patchwork system of diverse placement practices. A statewide placement testing 
committee was formed, led by Marc Williams of GTCC. In 1999, the Committee adopted a set of policy 
guidelines, and recommended (purely voluntary) scores based on a limited validation study by ACT (using 
data from three or four colleges) and national data from College Board. Of the 58 colleges, 30 chose 
COMPASS and/or ASSET, and 18 chose ACCUPLACER.  
 
In 2005, the test publishers completed statewide validation studies, and mandatory scores were voted on 
by the college presidents before being adopted by the State Board. Unfortunately, the presidents adopted 
the essentially unvalidated 1999 recommended scores, rather than the validated scores recommended by 
the Committee, with the exception of ACCUPLACER math. Scores went into effect for fall 2007.  
 
The validation process was to be repeated every three years. However, with the move to Datatel, the 
process was delayed, and the next set of scores will go into effect for summer and fall 2012.  
 
Many issues still remain, and so for the current validation study, some changes have been made, and more 
are contemplated for the future. Several important parts of the placement process have not been 
standardized. 
 
TABLE 1: Standard Versus Nonstandard Aspects of Current NCCCS Community College Placement. 
Standard    Nonstandard 
College level cut scores  Developmental cut scores 
Which tests are allowed  Which allowed test is used       
                Retesting policies 
     Testing conditions (time, location, practice) 
     Waivers for aptitude tests 
     Floor scores/assignment to ABE 
     Prerequisites for Gen. Ed. courses 
     Mandatory placement testing 
     Mandatory enrollment in Dev. Ed. if placed 
 
One important practical change is that placement test data is now a part of standard reporting to the data 
warehouse. This time around, data will be sent directly from NCCCS to the publishers.  
 
The validation studies will use binary logistic regressions to examine the relationship between test scores 
and probability of success in next course. Success this time will be defined as A or B in the course, and 
also A, B, or C in the course. D, F, I, and W will be considered unsuccessful grades. Last time, W was 
included and disincluded as an unsuccessful grade—with the AB/ABC = success dichotomy; this yielded 
four separate analyses for every test score/course success relationship.                                 Continued on Page 11                                                                                                                                        
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The North Carolina Placement Testing Validation Study                    Continued from Page 10 
Analyses found positive relationships between scores and course success probability for every relationship 
tested, though some slopes were steeper than others, and there is a lot of room for improvement. For 
example, the probability of succeeding with a C or better in English 111 never drops below 50%, even 
when students score a 20, the bottom of the ACCUPLACER range, and never reaches 70%, even for 
students earning the highest possible score of 120. The slopes are steeper (the relationships between test 
scores and course success are greater) when success is defined as earning an A or B grade. Graphs will be 
accompanied by numerical % of grade variance (or success probability) explained for the next validation 
study.  
 
In 2007, the Placement Testing Committee was reformulated to broaden participation to include more 
instructors and fewer testing personnel. It now includes four developmental education instructors, three 
general education instructors, two instructional administrators, and one testing director, as well as three 
ex-officio members from NCCCS.  
 
The initial move toward a statewide standardized process was contentious, with some individuals making 
exaggerated claims about likelihood of harm to students, especially if scores were lowered. These claims 
were not supported by evidence and in fact, subsequent course success rates rose during the first year of 
implementation (2007-2008). No one even knew whether the net effect of standardization would be to 
raise or lower scores statewide, since some colleges and departments used scores that were higher and 
some lower than recommended. Anyway, a single placement test score can only predict a small percentage 
of grade variance, and only a modest portion of student success. 
 
One clear finding was a certain disjunction between success rates for the three approved test platforms. 
Table 1 shows a typical disjunction of 2% between ACCUPLACER and COMPASS, with a higher 
difference for ASSET. This may be addressed during the current validation study process. One conclusion 
that should not be drawn is that this indicates an advantage of using one test over another. There are no 
perfect cut score levels. Raising levels gives more students access to the courses they came to college for 
in the first place, but will tend to lower their success rates in those courses. Lowering scores will increase 
success rates in those same courses, but force more students into expensive and time-consuming 
developmental courses. The validation process will only show the relationship between scores and success 
rates, and it is ultimately up to the State Board (through the Placement Testing Committee) to determine 
the best level for the greatest number of students.  
 
Table 1: An example of differing success rates between three approved test platforms. 
 

Writing test to English 111, Pr(A, B, or C) 
Test ACCUPLACER COMPASS ASSET 
Cut score 86 70 41 
Success rate 63% 65% 72% 
 
The current study will add analyses for all but the bottom developmental levels for English, Reading, and 
Math. If the data supports it, the Committee will provide recommended (voluntary) cut scores for those 
additional course levels. 
 
If colleges have entered enough SAT and ACT scores, publishers will also do regressions for those 
aptitude tests and courses, so that the Committee can provide recommended waiver scores for students 
who present college admissions test scores (ACT or SAT).                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                       Continued on Page 12  
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The North Carolina Placement Testing Validation Study                    Continued from Page 11 
Course success is a product of content skills as well as course taking skills, combined with environmental 
factors. The more factors considered in placing a student, the better the placement. Therefore, future 
validation studies may add research into multiple measures, including combining existing tests, using high 
school GPA and test scores, and even the use of diagnostics or affective tests. Anything used must fit the 
same criteria that brought us these placement tests: scientifically valid, inexpensive, and efficient.  
 
Good placement for community college students is essential to reform efforts. Recent research using good 
statistical controls provides a fairly bleak picture of current practices. Remedial completers do roughly as 
well as non-remedial students; however completers always do better than the overall population. Overall, 
the vast majority of the lowest placed students simply drop out; students near the cut point get a small or 
even no benefit from developmental education, as measured by grades, graduation rates, time to 
graduation, retention, or even wages seven years out; and experienced college students get no measurable 
benefit, with university remedial students suffering longer time to graduation and lower graduation rates.  
 
An ideal placement system would adapt the placement and treatment of students to the students and not to 
a placement test score.  
 

�
�
 

Technology in Action – A Success Story     
 by Daniela Zemanek, Pitt Community College     
 
Even though I pride myself on keeping up with the latest innovations, I 
sometimes question whether too much technology interferes with our 
purpose: teaching math.  Whenever I implement a new component in my 
classes, I like to carefully asses its impacts on both my teaching and my 
students.   
 
In spring 2009, I began using a tablet to support my lectures at ECU and 

PCC. What a difference between presenting the material with chalk on a blackboard versus using a pen 
and tablet!  I found that my students were more engaged in my presentations and more excited about math. 
Also, it is really practical to have everything I need to make my lecture more interesting available and 
easy to access. I installed the emulator software for TI-Smart View for the TI-84 Plus Family on my tablet 
and I find it extremely useful. The TI-Smart View provides a clear and easy way for students to follow 
along since all of the sequences can be projected to the class. This helps the students to stay on track.  
 
I no longer waste time erasing the board, and students no longer complain that they cannot see the board; 
the image projected is very clear and can be seen very well even from the back of the class.  When 
students e-mail questions, I can write my responses directly on the tablet, save them as a PDF files, and e-
mail their answers back.  No need to waste paper writing out problems… or time scanning the files. When 
the students e-mail me their work I can make the corrections right on their document without having to 
print the document first. This is a handy feature, especially for online classes where students scan and e-
mail their work to me.  Also, with so many students missing classes due to the H1N1 flu epidemic, it is 
great to have the ability to easily save lectures and e-mail them to individual students… or even post them 
online.   
 
Consider giving this new technology a try! 
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REGISTRATION FORM—2010 NCMATYC Conference 
Catawba Valley Community College, Hickory, NC 

March 4th-5th, 2010 
 

Form must be POSTMARKED by Feb. 4th, 2010 for early registration discount. 
 

[A] Print or type the following information. 
 Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 School:  _______________________________________________ 
 E-mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 Preferred mailing address: 
     __________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________  
     __________________________________________ 
 
[B] Please circle your membership status: 
 Current member non-member (joining)  non-member (not joining) 
 
[C] NCMATYC Membership Fee 
 One-year membership (new___  renewal___)………………………….. $10.00_______ 
 Three-year membership (new___ renewal___)…………………………. $25.00_______  
 
[D] Registration Fee (Includes lunch on Thursday and breakfast on Friday) 
 Early Registration (postmarked by Feb. 4, 2010)……………………... $40.00_______ 
 
 On Site Registration……………………………………………………. $50.00_______ 
  
 Graduate Student Registration: 2 day (Thursday and Friday)  $10.00_______ 
      1 day      $  5.00_______ 
  For 1 day registration please indicate which day:  Thursday Friday 
 
[E] GRAND TOTAL…  (Funds payable to NCMATYC)……………………… $____________ 
 
OTHER INFORMATION: Vegetarian Meal___________ Non-Vegetarian Meal__________ 
 
I am an AMATYC member.  Yes______ No______ 
 
 
 
Mail form and payment to: 
 Cathey Jordan            Refund Policy:  No refunds will be issued after Feb. 4th, 2010 
 Wake Technical CC 
 9101 Fayetteville Road         Conference registration fees are the same for presenters and non-presenters. 
            Raleigh, NC 27603 
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Application for NCMATYC Travel Assistance Award  
to attend the  

2010 NCMATYC Conference 
 

NCMATYC will offer travel assistance of up to $250 for up to three North Carolina community college 
instructors to attend the Spring 2010 NCMATYC conference.  The travel assistance is intended to 
encourage membership and active participation in NCMATYC. People from underrepresented schools are 
encouraged to apply. 
  
 
Form must be POSTMARKED by December 15th, 2009. 

 
[A] Print or type the following information. 
 Name:  _______________________________________________ 
 School:  _______________________________________________ 
 E-mail Address: _______________________________________________ 
 Preferred mailing address: 
     __________________________________________ 
     __________________________________________  
     __________________________________________ 
 
[B] Member of NCMATYC?: 
 ___  Yes ___ No 
 
  
[C] Please write a brief statement (50 words or less) explaining why you would like to attend 
NCMATYC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mail form to: 
 Jan Mays     
 2320 Campus Box 

Elon University   
            Elon, NC 27244 
    

�
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NORTH CAROLINA MATHEMATICS ASSOCIATION OF TWO-YEAR COLLEGES 
Hosted by  

Catawba Valley Community College Hickory, NC 
March 4-5, 2010 

 
If you are willing to present at the 2010 Conference, please complete the following form and return it no 

later than December 1, 2009 
(Please type or print neatly) 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
School: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Work Address: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Presentation: _________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Presentation: 
 
 
 
 
Is there any day/time you cannot present? ______________________________________ 
 
TYPE OF SESSION:  
___ Regular Presentation  (45 min)    ___ Workshop  (90 min)      
 
All sessions will have access to white boards, overhead projectors on movable carts, data projectors, 
projection screens and computers.  There are also laptops carts available for use.  You will have 
internet access for your presentations, or you can bring a flash drive. We ask that you provide your 
own calculators. PLEASE INDICATE HERE IF YOU NEED T O BE IN A CLASSROOM WITH 
COMPUTERS FOR PARTICIPANTS.  
   

 
Thank you for agreeing to enrich our conference with your experiences and expertise.   
 
 
 
                        
 

Send to:   Randy Ledford 
 PO Box 1287  
 Lexington, NC 27293 
 
or email:  rledford@davidsonccc.edu  
 
Phone:   336-249-8186 ext. 6357       Fax:  336-248-6045 

 

 

CALL FOR PRESENTERS 
2010 NCMATYC CONFERENCE 
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Desperately Seeking Officers! 
by Jan Mays, Past-President, Elon University 
 
The spring of 2010 is election time for NCMATYC.  Have you ever considered 
being an officer of NCMATYC?  The work of NCMATYC is fundamental to 
mathematics in our community colleges, but we can’t do it without you.   
 
Regional Vice Presidents are primarily responsible for facilitating 
communication among the schools in their region and attending board meetings.  
Other responsibilities include coordinating vendor exhibits when the annual 
conference falls in their region, soliciting newsletter articles, and coordinating the 
one-day fall workshops. 
 
The Treasurer is responsible for keeping the financial records (deposits, 
reimbursements, etc.) and preparing financial reports for the board meetings and 
business meetings.  The Secretary works closely with the treasurer to keep the 
membership roles accurate and send reminders to members of renewal dates.  
The secretary also handles official correspondences of NCMATYC. 
 
Running for President-Elect indicates a six year commitment to NCMATYC.  
As President-Elect, the primary duty is to chair the program for the annual 
conference.  After two years in the office, the President-Elect becomes President 
and presides over all the board meetings and conferences for another two years.  
This is followed by a two year stint as the Past-President, where your main duties 
are to advise the President and chair the Grants and Nominating committees. 
 
Being an NCMATYC officer is a great way to serve the mathematics education 
community.  An organization is only as good as its leaders.  If you have questions 
about being an officer, contact Jan Mays (jmays@elon.edu or 336-278-6297).  
Won’t you consider making the commitment?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daniela Zemanek, Editor  
Mathematics & Physics Dept. 
Pitt Community College 
PO Drawer 7007 
Greenville, NC 27835 
dzemanek@email.pittcc.edu                                                    

                                          Mail to:      
 
 

 
 
PRESIDENT 
Suzanne Williams 
Central Piedmont CC 
P.O. Box 35009 
Charlotte, NC 28235 
suzanne.williams@cpcc.edu 
 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Randy Ledford 
Davidson County CC 
P.O. Box 1287 
Lexington, NC 27293 
rledford@davidsonccc.edu 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT 
Jan Mays 
Elon University 
2137 Campus Box 
Elon, NC 27244 
jmays@elon.edu 
 
SECRETARY 
Tina Starling 
Box 7801 
NC State University 
502 E Poe Hall 
Raleigh, NC 27695 
ttstarli@ncsu.edu 
 
TREASURER 
Cathey Jordan 
Wake Technical CC 
9101 Fayetteville Road 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
cajordan@waketech.edu 
 
EASTERN VICE-PRESIDENT 
Sharon Welker 
Wake Technical CC 
6600 Louisburg Road 
Raleigh, NC 27616 
sfwelker@waketech.edu 
 
CENTRAL VICE-PRESIDENT 
Lee Ann Spahr 
Durham Technical CC 
1637 Lawson St. 
Durham, NC 27703 
spahrl@durhamtech.edu 
 
WESTERN VICE-PRESIDENT 
Helen Kolman 
Central Piedmont CC 
P.O. Box 35009 
Charlotte, NC 28235 
helen.kolman@cpcc.edu 


